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RUNWAX UTILIZATION 

Many airports have dense r e s i d e n t i a l or i n d u s t r i a l areas or obstruc­
tions i n t h e i r immediate v i c i n i t y which make the use of certain runways 
preferable from the standpoint of safety. The Administrator of C i v i l 
Aeronautics i s presently engaged i n establishing a p r e f e r e n t i a l runway 
program to be used at such a i r p o r t s . Accordingly p i l o t s w i l l be en­
couraged, whenever ai r p o r t and weather conditions permit, to use such 
designated runways which w i l l allow take -offs over less congested areas. 
This w i l l have a bene f i c i a l e f f e c t on safety: f i r s t , safety en the ground 
w i l l be increased and noise nuisance diminished by less frequent f l i g h t 
over congested area^ and second, f l i g h t over less congested areas w i l l 
allow greater p o s s i b i l i t i e s cf a reasonably safe landing i n the event of 
an emergency. 

Section 61.238 of part 6 l of the C i v i l A i r Regulations requires 
that for take o f f , the runway with the greatest e i f e c t i v e length be 
used, and that the take o f f be commenced from a point which w i l l f u l l y 
u t i l i z e the available runway length. While a p r e f e r e n t i a l runway 
program i s both desirable and necessary, Section 61.238 would, i n many 
instances, prevent p i l o t s from u t i l i s i n g preferred runways i n that i t 
l i m i t s the choice of runways. Therefore, to allow immediate use of 
the p r e f e r e n t i a l runway program, the Board considers that Section 61.238 
should be deleted. I t should be noted, however, that the Board considers 
f u l l u t i l i z a t i o n of available runway length to be a desirable operational 
practice. 

Since t h i s amendment imposes no additional burden on any person and 
i s designed to allow the Administrator immediately to implement a program 
of establishing p r e f e r e n t i a l runways, notice and public procedure hereon 
are unnecessary and the amendment may be made ei f e c t i v e without p r i o r notice. 

I n consideration of the foregoing the C i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby 
amends Part 61 of the C i v i l Air Regulations ( l i ; CFR, Part 61, as amended) 
effec t i v e immediately: 
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1. By deleting i 61.238. 

(Sec. 205 ( a ) , 52 S t a t . 981*; h9 U.S.C. It25 ( " ) . Interpret or E p p l y 
sees. 6 0 1 , 60U, 52 £t?t. 1007, 1 0 1 0 ; h9 U.S.C. 5 5 1 , 5 5 k ) 

By the C i v i l /eron?.utics Board: 

/ s / M. C. Mulligan 

M. C. Mulligrn 
Secretary 
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